Ideas for Writing to Your Legislator 

About the Budget Cuts

May 20, 2008

1st Paragraph: Introduce yourself in relation to the legislator and the people who will be hurt by cuts.  Are you a voter, constituent, donor, supporter?  Are you a parent, the child of an senior who needs in-home support, or the relative of someone with a disability?  What leadership roles do you have in your community?

Examples: 

· As a ____  as well as a constituent I urge you to oppose the Governor’s proposal to cut ___.

· As a long-time supporter of yours and a _____, I am appalled at the proposed cuts to ______.

· As someone who depends on  _______ services, and a voter in your district, I am asking you to reject harsh budget cuts to _____.

2nd and 3rd Paragraphs: Describe your concerns about the budget cuts.  Who will be hurt and how?  The more personal your concerns, the more impact your letter will have.  

Examples: 

· I am afraid that if these cuts pass, [describe the harm that these cuts could do to you or someone you know].  

· These cuts would be a giant step backward for _______.    ______ didn’t create this budget crisis, and they shouldn’t be caught in the middle of it.  

· At _____ where I [work, serve on the board, volunteer], $____  will have to be cut from next year’s budget to absorb the Governor’s proposed cuts, dramatically affecting our ability to ________.

· It’s people’s lives that we’re talking about.  How can you put a price on a person’s life? 

Closing Paragraph: Urge your legislator to oppose the cuts.

Examples:

· I urge you to reject the Governor’s proposed budget and find an alternative that maintains funding for _____.

· I vote in every election, and I’m expecting you to listen to your constituents. Rework the budget to give greater priority to _____. 

· Please vote no on the Governor’s proposed budget! The budget should reflect the priorities of our state. What could be more important than _______?  

Sincerely,

Sign your name & address (so they know you live in their district)

