June 3, 2009

Senator Darrell Steinberg, President pro Tem 

via Facsimile
Senator Dennis Hollingsworth, Minority Leader

Senator Denise Ducheny, Chair, Budget Committee

Senator Robert Dutton, Vice-Chair, Budget Committee

Senator Mark Leno, Chair, Sub #3, Budget Committee

Senator Alan Lowenthal, Member Budget Committee

Senator Mimi Walters, Member Budget Committee   

State Capitol  

Sacramento, CA  95814

RE:  Oppose Governor’s Proposal to “Eliminate ADHC”
As legislators you are facing an unprecedented fiscal crisis. Yet, eliminating ADHC will not solve the problem.  It will make it worse now, and it will make it harder to provide humane and cost-effective care in the future as we see an increase in the older adult population.  Proposed cuts will leave our community-based care in ruins.  

The elimination of ADHC statewide will cut off a lifeline for 36,000 elderly and disabled participants and their family caregivers, throwing their lives into turmoil and flooding the tattered remnants of community healthcare.  While you can successfully shut down an ADHC, it is not possible to turn off participants’ critical healthcare needs.  Rather, their fragile health status will worsen, and they will have no choice but to turn to more costly types of care, such as emergency rooms and nursing homes. With no other alternatives, working caregivers will need to choose among 1) leaving a loved one at home without care and supervision – inhumane and dangerous to say the least, 2) quitting their jobs and thereby sacrificing their livelihood and status as tax-paying citizens, or 3) trying to find a nursing bed in an already over-crowded system.  As we know, 100% of ADHC participants are already nursing home certifiable.  

There are other downward fiscal consequences of ADHC closures, in terms of lost jobs and local vendor contracts.  Likewise, the roughly 6,500 ADHC workers across the state will qualify for California’s already burdened unemployment benefits.

As you consider the role of government in protecting the most vulnerable, and as you take a square look at the fiscal consequences of eliminating ADHCs, please protect the neediest of participants and keep ADHC programs from closing.  
The Adult Day Services Network of Alameda County is an association of non-profit agencies that includes seven Adult Day Health Care programs, providing care for about 600 older and disabled adults each year.  

Sincerely yours,

Anne Warner-Reitz

Executive Director
