June 1, 2009

The Honorable Noreen Evans, Chair

Budget Conference Committee

The Honorable Senator Denise Moreno Ducheny, Chair

Budget Conference Committee

State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814

SUBJECT:
REJECT THE PROPOSED ELIMINATION OF THE MULTIPURPOSE SENIOR SERVICES PROGRAM (MSSP)—ELIMINATING MSSP WILL COST CALIFORNIA $200 MILLION

Dear Chairwoman Evans and Chairwoman Ducheny,

This letter is to urge you to reject the proposed elimination of the Multipurpose Senior Services Program (MSSP).    

Currently 12,500 frail seniors are receiving services statewide. Approximately half or 6,250 would immediately be placed in skilled nursing facilities at an annual cost to Medi-Cal of $30,000. Therefore the State would see approximately $200 million in costs the first year MSSP is eliminated.  This cost would grow each year as more former MSSP recipients enter the long-term care system.  Please keep the following in mind:  

· MSSP clients are all nursing home certifiable – and are our state’s most frail, vulnerable older adults

· MSSP saves the state millions of dollars each year by helping persons with complex medical and psychosocial needs stay out of nursing homes

· Every state dollar is matched by a federal dollar, and brings the state additional federal Stimulus funding to help balance the state budget. All these federal funds would be lost if the program were eliminated

Although we understand California is in a terrible fiscal crisis, eliminating this vital program would adversely impact the state’s most frail, vulnerable and lowest income older adults and would cost the state more than the projected savings.

If I can be of help in any way, please do not hesitate to contact me at 510-238-2225 or lploss@oaklandnet.com.

Sincerely,

Lisa Ploss, MSSP Site Director

City of Oakland
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